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A growing concern: is it ever OK to steal plant cuttings?

Gardeners and collectors have shared cuttings for generations, but as certain plants have become status symbols,
questions of ethical grey areas have arisen

Gray Chapman
Wed 15 Jan 2020 04.45 EST

I n December, Cory Jarrell of Portland, Oregon, posted a photo he never imagined he would have to share with his 16,000 Instagram followers:
loose, limp cuttings of plants, pinched off without permission from over a dozen rare plants.

Jarrell’s specialty plant shop, Potted Elephant, had suffered a fate experienced by a small but growing number of nurseries, shops and botanical
gardens in the wake of the booming specialty plant market: unscrupulous collectors and sellers pilfering cuttings (and sometimes, entire plants)

without permission in order to resell online and net a profit.

At Potted Elephant, the thief cut tendrils of philodendron, variegated monstera and scindapsus from live plants in his greenhouse – some from Jarrell’s
personal collection of rare plants. Jarrell, who had taken attendees on a tour of the greenhouse, happened to notice a cutting missing from a plant, just
after the last person had walked out.

He confronted the thief and could not believe his eyes when she opened her bag: “There was just a pile of cuttings in her bag.” Jarrell called Portland
police, then had to walk back inside his greenhouse and sit down, in shock.

With a backpack filled with segments of Potted Elephant’s rarest and most valuable specimens, the perpetrator knew which plants to look for, says
Jarrell – he estimates the theft represented about $2,000 in total loss for the shop, including damage done to the original plants themselves. Portland
police charged the perpetrator with theft and vandalism. She later pleaded guilty to second-degree theft, and was sentenced to one year probation and
ordered to pay restitution to Potted Elephant. But some of the plants will be nearly impossible to replace, such as the inky black “dark form” scindapsus
that, according to Jarrell, is only grown by a handful of people in the US.

Houseplants haven’t just become popular in recent years, they are now status symbols. Illustration: Rob Dobi/The Guardian

https://www.instagram.com/p/B55jLYzgO1y/
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Birbahuti (Trombidium red velvet
mite) is used as Unani Medicine

Unani medicine
"Unani" or "Yunani medicine" (Urdu: طب یونانی tibb yūnānī[1]) is
the term for Perso-Arabic traditional medicine as practiced in
Mughal India and in Muslim culture in South Asia and modern day
Central Asia The term Yūnānī means "Greek",[2][3] as the Perso-
Arabic system of medicine was based on the teachings of the Greek
physicians Hippocrates and Galen.[4]

The Hellenistic origin of Unani medicine is still visible in its being
based on the classical four humours: phlegm (balgham), blood
(dam), yellow bile (ṣafrā) and black bile (saudā'), but it has also
been influenced by Indian and Chinese traditional systems.[5]

The Supreme Court of India and Indian Medical Association regard
unqualified practitioners of Unani, Ayurveda and Siddha medicine
as quackery.[6][7][8] Practitioners of alternative medicine, including those practicing Unani medicine, are
not authorized to practice medicine in India unless trained at a qualified medical institution, registered
with the government, and listed as physicians annually in The Gazette of India.[6][8] Identifying
practitioners of Unani medicine, the Supreme Court of India stated in 2018 that "unqualified, untrained
quacks are posing a great risk to the entire society and playing with the lives of people without having the
requisite training and education in the science from approved institutions".[6]
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Arab and Persian elaborations upon the Greek system of medicine by figures like Ibn Sina and al-Razi
influenced the early development of Unani.[9][10]

The medical tradition of medieval Islam was introduced to India by the 13th century with the
establishment of the Delhi Sultanate and it took its own course of development during the Mughal
Empire,[11][12] influenced by Indian medical teachings of Sushruta and Charaka.[13][14] Alauddin Khalji
(d. 1316) had several eminent physicians (Hakims) at his royal courts.[15] This royal patronage led to the
development of Unani in India, and also the creation of Unani literature.[16][17]
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